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DRAFT REPORT
Place and date of the meeting
T h e  E c o n o m ic  C o m m iss io n  fo r  L atin  A m erica  and th e  C aribbean  (E C L A C ) as secretariat o f  
th e  C aribbean  D e v e lo p m e n t  an d  C o o p e ra tio n  C o m m itte e  (C D C C ) c o n v e n e d  a m e e tin g  o f  th e  
W o rk in g  G ro u p  o f  A sso c ia te  M em b er  C ou n tr ies (A M C s) o f  th e  C D C C  o n  2 3  A u g u st 2 0 0 7  at its 
headquarters in  P o rt o f  S p a in , T rin idad  an d  T o b a g o .
Attendance
T h e  m e e tin g  w as a tten d ed  b y  rep resen ta tives o f  th e  N eth e r la n d s A n tilles an d  th e  U n ite d  
S tates V irg in  Is la n d s. T h e  C aym an Isla n d s, as an a cc ed in g  a sso c ia te  m em b e r , w as p resen t in  th e  
cap acity  o f  o b server . T h e  list o f  participants is a n n ex ed  to  th is report.
Agenda item 1 — Opening remarks
T h e  m e e tin g  w a s o p e n e d  w ith  w e lc o m in g  rem arks b y  M r. R ad cliffe  D o o k ie , A sso c ia te  
P ro g ra m m e O ffic e r , E C L A C  S u b reg ion a l H eadq uarters fo r  th e  C aribbean , an d  D r. Carlyle C orb in , 
E C L A C  C on su ltan t. T h e y  in fo r m e d  participants th a t in  p rep aration  fo r  th e  th irteen th  M e etin g  o f  
th e  M o n ito r in g  C o m m itte e  o f  th e  C D C C , to  b e h e ld  o n  2 4  A u g u st 2 0 0 7 , th e  w o r k  p rogram m e  
activ ities o f  th e  su b reg ion a l headquarters w o u ld  b e  p resen ted  an d  th e  gu id a n ce  o f  th e  W ork in g  
G ro u p  w o u ld  b e  so u g h t  o n  th e  w a y  forw ard  fo r  th e  secretariat’s w o rk  in  furth er su p p o rt o f  its 
asso c ia te  m e m b e r  cou n tr ies . In  th is regard, tw o  d o cu m e n ts  w o u ld  b e  p resen ted  that w o u ld : (a) 
id en tify  th e  ch a llen ges an d  op p o rtu n itie s  faced  b y  th e  A M C s am id  g lob a liza tion ; an d  (b) p rov id e  
in fo r m a tio n  o n  su p p o rt p ro v id ed  b y  th e  E C L A C  su b reg ion a l headquarters to  th e  A M C s d uring  th e  
2 0 0 6 -2 0 0 7  b ien n iu m . A d d ition a lly , an exam in ation  o f  th e  ro le  an d  fu n c tio n in g  o f  th e  W ork in g  
G ro u p  o f  th e  A M C s w o u ld  b e  u nd ertak en .
Agenda item 2 - Selection of Chair and Rapporteur
It w as d ec id ed  that d ue to  th e  sm all n u m b er  o f  a sso c ia te  m em b ers p resen t, th e  
rep resen ta tive  o f  th e  secretariat w o u ld  chair th e  se ss io n . T h e  N eth er la n d s A n tilles w a s se lec te d  as 
R ap p orteu r o f  th e  m eetin g .
2
T h e  participants a d o p ted  th e  fo llo w in g  agenda:
1. O p e n in g  rem arks
2. S e le c tio n  o f  C hair an d  R ap p orteu r
3. A d o p tio n  o f  agen d a
4. P resen ta tio n s an d  d iscu ssion s:
(a) T h e  A M C s: M e etin g  ch a llen ges an d  n e w  o p p o rtu n itie s  fro m  g lo b a liza tio n
(b) R ep o rt o n  su p p o rt p ro v id ed  to  th e  A M C s o f  th e  C D C C
5. R o le  and  fu n c tio n in g  o f  th e  W o rk in g  G ro u p  o f  A M C s o f  th e  C D C C
6. C o n c lu sio n s  an d  r e co m m en d a tio n s
7. A n y  o th er  b u sin ess: A M C  rep resen ta tion  in th e  R C M
8. C losu re o f  m ee tin g
Agenda Item 3 - Adoption of the agenda
Agenda item 4 - Presentations and discussions
(a) The AMCs: Meeting challenges and new opportunities from globalization
T h e  p resen ta tio n , The AMCs: Meeting challenges and new opportunities from globalisation, d elivered  
b y th e  secretariat, o p e n e d  w ith  a d escr ip tio n  o f  th e  c o m p o s it io n  o f  th e  A M C s id en tified  b y  th e  
U n ited  N a tio n s  G en era l A sse m b ly  in th e  ca tegories o f  n o n  se lf-g o v e r n in g  an d  se lf-g o v ern in g , 
resp ective ly . T h is  w a s fo llo w e d  b y  a gen era l o v er v ie w  o f  th e  vu ln erab ilities o f  th e  A M C s am id  th e  
in ten s ifica tio n  o f  g lo b a liza tio n  s in ce  th e  1 990s. F actors su ch  as sm all size , lim ited  resou rces, 
inability  to  b e n e f it  fro m  e c o n o m ie s  o f  sca le an d  vu lnerab ility  to  natural d isasters w er e  id en tified  as 
con stra in ts to  th e  e c o n o m ic  su sta inab ility  o f  th e  A M C s, r e co g n iz in g  th a t th e se  co n d itio n s  w er e  a lso  
sh ared  w ith  o th er  Sm all Island  D e v e lo p in g  States (S ID S ).
It w a s n o te d , th ere fo re , that th e  A M C s w er e  fo rced  to  strategically  p o s it io n  th e m se lv e s  to  
m e e t th e  ch a llen ges an d  se ize  e c o n o m ic  op p o rtu n itie s  o f  g lo b a liza tio n  b y  u n d ertak in g  fo u r  m ajor  
tasks am id  an  in creasin g  g lo b a liz ed  an d  co m p e tit iv e  w o r ld  e c o n o m y . T h e  first task  w as to  accelerate  
th e  p ro cess  o f  co n stitu tio n a l m o d ern iza tio n ; th e  s e c o n d  task, to  b eg in  th e  ad ju stm en t and  
tran sform ation  o f  th e ir  e c o n o m ie s ;  th e  third, to  facilitate th e  in tegration  in to  m ultin ation a l 
p ro ce sse s; an d  th e  fou rth , to  a cc o m p lish  th e se  m easu res in th e  c o n te x t  o f  an ever-in creasin g  
g lo b a liz ed  and c o m p etit iv e  w o r ld  ec o n o m y .
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T h e  p resen ta tio n  furth er ex a m in ed  th e  c o m m o n  features o f  th e  A M C s, in c lu d in g  th eir  sm all 
size , th e  o p e n n e ss  o f  their e c o n o m ie s , th e  n arrow  ex p o rt b ase, en v iro n m en ta l ch a llen g es, and  
d ec lin in g  in flo w s o f  overseas d e v e lo p m e n t assistan ce . In  th e  case  o f  sm alln ess , re feren ce  w as m ad e  
to  th e  inability  o f  th e  A M C  m ic r o -e c o n o m ie s  to  p ro d u ce  or g ro w  in du stries that co u ld  c o m p e te  in  
in tern ation a l trade b eca u se  o f  co s ts  that ten d e d  to  b e  structurally  h igher. It w a s n o te d  th a t o p e n n e ss  
to  trade ren d ered  m an y  A M C  e c o n o m ie s  ex trem ely  vu ln erab le  to  extern al sh o ck s , su ch  as 
flu ctu a tion s in  in tern ation a l c o m m o d ity  p rices or p o licy  ch an ges abroad. In  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  
n arrow  ex p o rt b ase, it w a s em p h a sized  that th ere w a s little sign ifican t d iversifica tion  aw ay fro m  
to u r ism  in  m o s t  A M C s w ith  th e  n o ta b le  e x c ep tio n s  o f  financial serv ices , p e tro le u m  re fin in g  and  
p rem iu m  rum  p ro d u c tio n  in  se lec te d  cou n tr ies.
W ith  re sp ec t to  c o m m o n  en v iro n m en ta l ch a llen ges, th e  im p a ct o f  clim ate ch an ge; 
en v iro n m en ta l d egrad ation  d ue to  tou r ism -rela ted  co n stru ctio n ; w a ter  p o llu tio n  as a resu lt o f  o fte n  
im p ro p er  w a ste  m an agem en t; air p o llu tio n  fro m  p etro le u m  refin ing; and th e  n e e d  fo r  e ffec tiv e  
su sta in ab le d e v e lo p m e n t p lans w er e  all h igh ligh ted . T h e  final c o m m o n  feature a d d ressed  w a s th e  
d ec lin in g  f lo w  o f  overseas d e v e lo p m e n t a ssistan ce o f te n  resu ltin g  fro m  ad m in istrative delays in  
d raw in g d o w n  resou rces.
It w a s n o te d  th a t n ation a l in c o m e  in several A M C  e c o n o m ie s  co n tin u ed  to  d ep en d  h eavily  
o n  earnings fro m  to u r ism  an d  o f fsh o r e  finan cia l serv ices , an d  that th e se  secto rs w ere  vu ln erab le  to  
an overall d ec lin e  in  C aribbean  tou rism , a cco rd in g  to  W orld  T o u r ism  O rg a n iza tio n  (W T O ) statistics. 
T h e  o f fsh o r e  se c to r  w as equally  vu ln erab le  d ue to  external p ressures related  to  in tern ation a l tax  
co m p etitio n .
In  a sse ss in g  th e  ex te n t to  w h ic h  th e  A M C s co u ld  b e n e fit  fro m  trade lib eralization  and  
reg ion a l in tegration , th e  p resen ta tio n  revea led  th a t a n u m b er o f  th e se  cou n tr ies faced  th e  ch a llen ge  
o f  lack  o f  su ffic ien t a u to n o m y  n ecessary  to  in d ep en d en tly  en ter  in to  trade an d  o th er  in tern ational 
a greem en ts , as w e ll as th e  d efic ien cy  o f  cap acity  fo r  ad ju stm en t an d  tran sform ation  o f  their  
e c o n o m ie s . It w a s a lso  p o in te d  o u t  th a t th e  p o ss ib le  er o sio n  o f  trade p referen ces w a s a real threat to  
th e se  e c o n o m ie s , as w a s th e  resu ltin g  in crease in  soc ia l p ro b lem s, in  particular crim e, w h ic h  
n egative ly  im p a cted  th e  to u r ism  se c to r  o n  w h ic h  so  m an y  o f  their e c o n o m ie s  relied.
T h e  p resen ta tio n  h ig h lig h ted  a n u m b er  o f  o th er  issu es em erg in g  fro m  th e se  ch a llen ges, in  
particular, th e  im p a ct o f  trade lib eralization  an d  reg ion al in tegra tion  o n  th e  A M C s. In  this  
c o n n e c t io n , th e  creation  o f  th e  C A R IF O R U M -E U  E c o n o m ic  P artnersh ip  A g re em en ts  (E P A s) w as  
cited  as an  im p o rta n t fa c to r  in  iso la tin g  A M C s fro m  th e  rest o f  th e  C aribbean , esp ecia lly  g iv e n  th e  
ex c lu sio n  o f  th e  A M C s fro m  th e  b en efits  o f  trade lib eralization  in  th e  E P A s. A  related  factor  
id en tified  w a s th e  p o ten tia l er o s io n  resu ltin g  fro m  th e  n e w  trad ing  sy stem  o n  p resen t trade 
p referen ces o f  th e  O v ersea s C ou n tr ies an d  T erritories (O C T s), a ffe c tin g  C aribbean  as w e ll as P a cific  
O C T s. In  th is v e in , it w as r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t C A R IF O R U M  an d  th e  E u ro p ea n  U n io n  (E U ) sh o u ld  
c o m m it  to  en g a g in g  th e  O C T s /A M C s  o n  trade m atters o u ts id e  th e  ex istin g  E P A s  b y  w a y  o f  
subsid iary a g reem en t to  en su re th a t th e  A M C s w er e  n o t  m arginalized .
W ith  resp ec t to  reg ion al in tegra tion  arrangem en ts, th e  p resen ta tio n  ex p ressed  a n eed  to  
ex a m in e th e  b en efits  and  co s ts  to  th e  A M C s o f  d eep e n in g  e c o n o m ic  in tegration  w ith  th e  w id er  
reg io n  th rou gh  th e  C A R IC O M  Single M arket and  E c o n o m y  (C S M E ). T o  date, it w a s p o in ted  o u t  
that o n ly  M on tserra t had  seriou sly  co n sid ered  jo in in g  th e  C S M E . A cco rd in g ly , fu n ctio n a l 
c o o p er a tio n  b e tw e e n  A M C s an d  th e  O rgan isa tion  o f  E a stern  C aribbean  C ou n tr ies (O E C S ) w as
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re co m m en d e d , s in ce  three o f  th e  se v e n  A M C s (A nguilla , B ritish  V irg in  Island s an d  M ontserrat)  
en joyed  a sso c ia te  m e m b e r  status o f  th e  O E C S , and th e  largest A M C  (Pu erto  R ico) m ain ta in ed  a 
fu n ctio n a l c o o p er a tio n  ag reem en t w ith  th e  O E C S .
T h e  p resen ta tio n  a ck n o w led g ed  that w h ile  o f fsh o r e  financial cen tres in so m e  A M C s had  
a ssisted  in  e c o n o m ic  d iversifica tion , th is se c to r  a lso  faced  its share o f  ch a llen ges, m o s t  n o ta b ly  th e  
n eg a tiv e  listin g  o f  su ch  cen tres b y  th e  O rgan iza tion  fo r  E c o n o m ic  C o o p e ra tio n  an d  D e v e lo p m e n t  
(O E C D ) an d  th e  F inancial A c tio n  T ask  F orce  (F A T F ). It w a s n o te d  that in  term s o f  leve l o f  
taxation , ex ch a n g e  o f  in fo r m a tio n  an d  tran sparen cy, several E u ro p ea n  U n io n  S tates, as w e ll as th e  
U n ited  S tates, S in gap ore an d  o th ers w er e  n o t  h e ld  to  th e  sam e standard.
T h e  p resen ta tio n  in c lu d ed  several re co m m en d a tio n s  fo r  th e  A M C s to  stren gth en  their  
c o m p etit iv e  p o s it io n  in  th e  g lo b a l arena including:
•  E n h a n c in g  A M C  cap ab ility  in  th e  serv ices-re la ted  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  G D P , su ch  as 
tou r ism , te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s , sy stem s an d  drafting, financial, en v iro n m en ta l and  
b u sin ess;
•  F o c u s in g  a tten tio n  o n  d ev e lo p in g  h u m an  reso u rces, red u cin g  th e  co s ts  o f  
te le co m m u n ica tio n s  serv ices an d  m ain ta in in g  in tern ation a l standards in  th e  financial 
sector.
A d d ition a lly , th e  p resen ta tio n  r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t E C L A C  estab lish  a p rogram m e o f  
co lla b o ra tio n  w ith  th e  O v ersea s C ou n tr ies an d  T erritories A sso c ia tio n  (O C T A ) Secretariat in  
furth erance o f  A M C  d e v e lo p m e n t issu es, and  that m od a lities b e  esta b lish ed  to  in te n s ify  an d  exp an d  
A M C  p artic ip ation  in  variou s p rogram m es o f  reg ion al organ ization s. T h e  p resen ta tio n  a lso  
co n c lu d ed  th a t a stu d y  sh o u ld  b e u n d ertak en  to  a ssist th e  A M C s in a sse ss in g  th e  co s ts  an d  b en efits  
o f  in tegration  w ith  th e  C S M E , and  th a t an analysis sh o u ld  b e  u nd ertak en  o n  th e  m od a litie s for  
tech n ica l c o o p er a tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  A M C s an d  th e  w id er  C aribbean  su b reg io n  in th e  areas o f  h ealth , 
h u m an  resou rce  d e v e lo p m e n t, secu rity , co m m u n ica tio n s , fore ign  trade p o lic ies  an d  research  and  
d ev e lo p m en t.
D iscussion and com m ents
T h e  rep resen tatives o f  th e  A M C s fe lt  th a t th e  p ap er p resen ted  an accurate re flec tio n  o f  their  
co n ce rn s  w ith  resp ect to  g lo b a liza tio n , and r e co g n iz ed  th e  n eed  fo r  a clearly d e fin e d  strategy fo r  th e  
w a y  forw ard  in  im p lem en tin g  any o f  th e  p r o p o se d  re co m m en d a tio n s . In  sp ite  o f  th e  varying  levels  
o f  p o litica l a u to n o m y  a m o n g  A M C s to  en gage th e  in tern ation a l sy stem , an d  th e  o fte n  lack o f  
aw aren ess w ith in  th e  in tern ation a l c o m m u n ity  o f  th e  ro le o f  th e  A M C s in g lo b a l p ro ce sse s , th e  
A M C s w ere n ev er th e less  p o ise d  to  u tilize  th e ir  con sid erab le  e c o n o m ic  exp ertise  in  th e  areas o f  
to u r ism  an d  o th er  serv ices to  p o s it iv e ly  im p a ct th e  su sta in ab le d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  reg ion . Further, 
d ue to  th e ir  sm all size , th e  A M C s w er e  co n ce rn ed  a b o u t jo in in g  th e  C S M E , se ek in g  first to  estab lish  
h o w  th ey  co u ld  a ccess  th e  b en efits  o f  th e  arrangem en t, and  to  a ssess  th e  p o ten tia l im p lica tion s to  
their  so c ie t ie s , d u e to  their sm all s ize  an d  o th er  factors.
It w a s stressed  th a t th e  ch a llen ges faced  b y  th e  A M C s in  d ea lin g  w ith  th e  issu es o f  
g lo b a liza tio n  fo c u se d  a tten tio n  o n  th e  n eed  to  b e  c o m p etit iv e , a lth o u g h  th e  p lay in g  fie ld  w as n o t
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alw ays n ecessar ily  ev en . It w as n o te d  th a t g lo b a liza tio n  o fte n  p ro v id ed  sc o p e  fo r  th e  A M C s to  w o rk  
to g e th e r  w ith  their  n e ig h b o u rs to  create a larger e c o n o m ic  sp ace.
C o n cern s w ere  ex p ressed  fo r  th e  gen eral p ercep tio n s  o f  g lo b a liza tio n , w ith  em p h asis o n  th e
n eed  fo r  A M C s to  take a m o re  p ro a ctiv e  ap p roach  b y  cap ita liz in g  o n  th e  op p o rtu n itie s  p resen ted , 
esp ecia lly  in  th e  area o f  in fo r m a tio n  tec h n o lo g y . It w a s n o te d  th a t su ch  op p o rtu n itie s  o ffe r e d  a 
ch a n ce  fo r  th e  C aribbean  as a w h o le  to  lo o k  at d e v e lo p in g  strategic, as o p p o se d  to  reactionary, 
ap p roach es to  d ea lin g  w ith  g lo b a liza tio n . In  th is regard, it w a s em p h a sized  that th e  E C L A C  
S ub reg ion a l H eadq uarters fo r  th e  C aribbean  sh o u ld  co n tin u e  its e ffo r ts , and  exp an d  its in itia tives, as 
ap propriate , w ith  th e  a im  o f  furth er in tegratin g  th e  A M C s in  th e  reg ion a l an d  h em isp h er ic  e c o n o m y  
as a m ea n s to  co u n te r  th e  n eg a tiv e  e ffe c ts  o f  g lo b a liza tio n , w h ile  a lso  tak in g  ad van tage o f  th e  
e c o n o m ic  op p o rtu n itie s  w h ic h  g lo b a liza tio n  p resen ted .
(b) Report on support provided to the AMCs of the CDCC
T h e  p resen ta tio n  d elivered  b y  th e  secretariat o n  Participation of the Associate Member Countries in
the work of ECLAC/CDCC 2006—2007 ex a m in ed  th e  strategic fram ew ork  d e v e lo p e d  b y  E C L A C  to  
carry o u t  its w o rk  fo r  th e  2 0 0 6 —2 0 0 7  b ien n iu m . It w as n o te d , at th e  o u tse t, th a t th e  E C L A C /C D C C  
secretariat w a s c o m m itte d  to  d e v e lo p m e n t and in tegration  a m o n g  C aribbean  cou n tr ies , an d  to  
furth er p r o m o te  c o o p er a tio n  b e tw e e n  th e se  cou n tr ies an d  L atin  A m erica . In  this regard, E C L A C  
paid  particular a tten tio n  to  h e lp in g  C aribbean  cou n tr ies im p ro v e  th e ir  p o licy -m a k in g  capacity  
th rou gh  tra in in g  in itia tives, a ccess  to  reliable data and in fo rm a tio n , an d  rep o rtin g  an d  m o n ito r in g  
system s.
In  ord er to  a cc o m p lish  th e se  tasks, it w a s recalled  that E C L A C  P o r t  o f  Spain  w as organ ized  
arou n d  th ree strategies: an  in ter-d iscip linary  ap p roach  w ith in  th e  E C L A C  system ; tea m w o rk  w ith in  
th e  E C L A C  S ub reg ion a l H eadq uarters fo r  th e  C aribbean  an d  p artnersh ip  b u ild in g  w ith  o th e r  U n ited  
N a tio n s  reg ion al organ ization s. S o m e  o f  th e  k ey  co n ce rn s  id en tified  w ere  th e  d ifficu lty  a cc ess in g  
data fro m  m em b e r  and asso c ia te  m em b e r  cou n tr ies; restr ic tion s o n  s ta ff  an d  fin a n cin g  availab le to  
th e  P o r t  o f  Spain  o ffic e ; an d  m ea su re m e n t o f  th e  im p a ct o f  its w o r k  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t n eed s o f  
th e  su b reg ion . F ou r m ain  areas o f  activ ity  w ith in  E C L A C /C D C C  w er e  id en tified : e c o n o m ic  
d ev e lo p m en t;  k n o w le d g e  an d  in fo rm a tio n  m an agem en t; statistics and soc ia l d e v e lo p m e n t and  
su sta in ab le d ev e lo p m en t.
In  relation  to  p rogram m e im p lem en ta tio n , it w a s n o te d  th a t 57 p er  c e n t  o f  th e  ou tp u ts  o f  th e  
2 0 0 6 —2 0 0 7  w o rk  p rogram m e h ad  b een  im p lem en te d , 3 4  p er  ce n t w as in p rogress an d  9 p er c e n t had  
n o t  y e t  b een  in itiated . It w as recalled  th a t s in ce  th e  E C L A C /C D C C  secretariat w o rk  p rogram m e w as  
alw ays p rep ared  three years in  ad van ce, th e  secretariat w as o fte n  h ard -p ressed  to  quick ly  ch an ge in to  
n e w  areas o f  w o r k  to  r e sp o n d  to  req u ests b y  m em b e r  and a sso c ia te  m em b e r  cou n tr ies.
W ith  re sp ec t to  sp ec ific  a ssistan ce  to  A M C s, th e  p resen ta tio n  c ited  th e  variou s tech n ica l  
assistan ce  activ ities to  th e  A M C s o v e r  th e  2 0 0 6 —2 0 0 7  b ien n iu m , in c lu d in g  17 tech n ica l m iss io n s  in  a 
variety  o f  areas, m ain ly  at th e  req u est o f  th e  cou n tr ies . It w as furth er p o in te d  o u t  that p articipation  
at m eetin g s b y  all se v en  a sso c ia te  m em b e r  cou n tr ies (A nguilla , A ruba, th e  B ritish  V irg in  Island s, 
M on tserrat, th e  N eth er la n d s A n tilles , P u erto  R ico  and th e  U n ited  S tates V irg in  Islands) w a s a lso  
su p p orted . In  th e  fram ew ork  o f  furth er in tegration  o f  th e  A M C s in to  th e  E C L A C  w o r k  p rogram m e,
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it w a s n o te d  th a t th e  A M C s w er e  in c lu d ed  in  variou s d o cu m e n ts  and stud ies u n d ertak en  b y  th e  
secretariat. In  th is c o n n e c t io n , A ruba, N eth e r la n d s A n tilles , P u erto  R ico , an d  th e  T urks and C aicos  
Island s w er e  in c lu d ed  in th e  recen tly  la u n ch ed  Economic Survey of the Caribbean 2005—2006; all th e  
A M C s w ere  rep resen ted  in  th e  annual Selected Statistical Indicators of Caribbean Countries an d  all, ex c ep t  
P u erto  R ico  and th e  U n ites  States V irg in  Islan d s, w er e  rep resen ted  in th e  b ien n ia l Major Statistical 
Publications — Abstracts.
T h e  p resen ta tio n  a lso  h ig h lig h ted  areas o f  sp ec ific  co lla b o ra tio n  w ith  th e  A M C s o v e r  th e  
b ien n iu m  in clu d ing:
Aruba
•  S tu dy o n  th e  im p a ct o f  trade lib eralization  an d  in tegration;
•  N a tio n a l w o r k sh o p  o n  m igration  an d  in tegration ;
•  D a ta  c o lle c tio n  activ ities in  th e  area o f  m igration .
British Virgin Islands
•  E c o n o m ic  data analysis, fo reca stin g  an d  m o d e llin g  tech n iq u es to  a ssist in  th e  E c o n o m ic  
D e v e lo p m e n t  P lan .
Netherlands Antilles
•  S e c o n d  In tern ation a l T rade C o n feren ce;
•  S tu dy o n  th e  im p a ct o f  trade lib eralization  an d  in tegration;
•  T rade an d  trade n eg o tia tio n s  p rop osa ls;
•  S em inar o n  b u ild in g  cap acity  to  m an age m igration .
Montserrat
•  P re-feasib ility  stu d y  o n  ren ew ab le  energy. T h e  stu d y  h ad  n o w  g o n e  b ey o n d  th is p h ase  to  
assist w ith  d e v e lo p in g  th e  islan d ’s en ergy  p o licy .
Turks and Caicos Islands
•  W o rk sh o p  o n  d isaster a ssessm en t;
•  S em inar o n  d e v e lo p m e n t banking;
•  W o rk sh o p  o n  g en d er-se n sitiv e  n ation a l p la n n in g  an d  b u d getin g .
A  n u m b er  o f  k ey  issu es em erg in g  fro m  th e  last tw o  m in isteria l se ss io n s  o f  C D C C  in  2 0 0 4  
an d  2 0 0 6  w er e  id en tified  in  th e  p resen ta tion , in c lu d in g  sp ec ific  areas o f  co llab ora tion  w ith  E C L A C  
in:
1. A c c e s s in g  p rogram m es an d  activ ities o f  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  system ;
2. P r o m o tin g  stability, d iversifica tion  an d  stren g th en in g  o f  th e  e c o n o m ie s  o f  th e  A M C s;
3. E x te n d in g  w o r k  in d isaster a ssessm en t;
4 . C o n d u c tin g  so c io -e c o n o m ic  analysis, p o licy  re co m m en d a tio n s , e v id e n c e -b a se d  p o licy  
form u lation ;
5. U n d ertak in g  im p a ct a sse ssm en ts  o f  th e  reg ion a l trade in tegra tion  p ro cesses;
6. A n a ly z in g  th e  e c o n o m ic  an d  financial im p lica tio n s o f  E P A s;
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7. S tu d yin g  im p acts o f  in traregional m igration  in  th e  C aribbean  an d  its im p act o n  socia l 
an d  e c o n o m ic  in stitu tion s o f  rece iv in g  cou n tr ies; and
8. D e te r m in in g  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  rem ittan ces.
In  c o n c lu s io n , th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  u tiliz in g  th e  w e b s ite  o f  th e  E C L A C  S ub reg ion a l 
H eadq uarters w a s em p h a sized  (w w w .ec la c .o rg ) . in c lu d in g  th e  in fo r m a tio n  co n ta in ed  in th e  p ro file s  
o f  th e  A M C s available v ia  th e  C aribbean  K n o w le d g e  M a n a g em en t C en tre (C K M C ) at 
w w w .e c la c p o s .o r g /K M C /d e fa u lt .a s p .
D iscussion and com m ents
T h e  m ee tin g  ex p ressed  sa tisfa ctio n  w ith  th e  leve l o f  su p p o rt p ro v id ed  to  th e  A M C s b y  th e  
E C L A C  S ub reg ion a l H eadq uarters fo r  th e  C aribbean. D e le g a tes  w er e  en co u ra g ed  b y  th e  
c o m m itm e n t o f  E C L A C  to  r e sp o n d  to  req u ests b y  th e  A M C s fo r  tech n ica l o r  o th er  assistan ce , and  
lo o k e d  forw ard  to  future an d  ex p a n d ed  co llab oration .
T h e  im p o rta n ce  o f  en h a n c in g  th e  bread th  an d  d ep th  o f  statistics em a n a tin g  fro m  th e  A M C  
statistical m ec h a n ism s, an d  o f  reta in ing  c o m p e te n t  tech n ica l s ta ff  in  th e  fie ld  o f  sta tistics, w as  
h ig h lig h ted  d uring  th e  d iscu ss io n . In  this area, th e  rep resen tative  o f  th e  N eth er la n d s A n tilles  
exp la in ed  that h er cou n try  faced  ch a llen ges in  c o m p ilin g  data fro m  all fiv e  island s c o m p r is in g  th e  
N eth er la n d s A n tilles to  o n e  central rep ository , s in ce  data w ere  p ro d u ced  b y  th e  central g o v e r n m e n t  
as w e ll as b y  th e  in d iv idu al island  g o v er n m e n ts . It w a s n o te d  th a t E C L A C  w a s in  a p o s it io n  to  o ffe r  
tech n ica l su p p o rt in  h e lp in g  th e  cou n tr ies to  stren gth en  th eir  statistical capacity.
Agenda Item 5 - Role and function of the Working Group of the AMCs
T h e  secretariat p ro v id ed  th e  m e e tin g  w ith  an  h istorica l o v e r v ie w  o f  re so lu tio n s a d o p ted  by  
th e  C D C C  in  furth erance o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t p ro ce ss  o f  th e  A M C s. In  this c o n n e c t io n , it w as  
recalled  that th e  m an d ate  fo r  accelerated  activ ity  related  to  th e  N o n -In d e p e n d e n t  C aribbean  
C ou n tr ies (N IC C s) em an ated  fro m  reso lu tio n  2 1 (X ) o f  th e  ten th  S e ss io n  o f  th e  C D C C  in  1987 , and  
re so lu tio n  2 4 (X I) o f  th e  e lev en th  S e ss io n  o f  th e  C D C C  in 1988 . T h e s e  reso lu tio n s  d irected  th e  
C D C C  to  exam in e th e  access  o f  th e  N IC C s  to  p rogram m es an d  activ ities o f  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  
sy stem  w ith  th e  a im  o f  id en tify in g  areas w ith in  th e  sy stem  w h ich  co u ld  p ro v id e  tech n ica l an d  o th er  
assistan ce  in  th e  furth erance o f  th e ir  d e v e lo p m e n t p ro cess .
S u b seq u en tly , a t th e  tw e lfth  S ess io n  o f  th e  C D C C  in  1990 , re so lu tio n  2 7 (X II) w a s ad o p ted  
w h ic h  created  th e  Working Group of Non-Independent Caribbean Countries (NICCs). A t  th e  th irteen th  
S ess io n  o f  th e  C D C C  in 199 1 , re so lu tio n  3 3 (X III) w a s a p p ro v ed  o n  Support for the Access of NICCs to
the United Nations System.
A t th e  fo u r teen th  S ess io n  o f  th e  C D C C  in 199 2 , re so lu tio n  3 7 (X IV ) req u ested  th a t th e  
secretariat seek  th e  reso u rces to  assist th e  W o rk in g  G ro u p  in  carrying o u t its analysis o f  th e  criteria  
fo r  N IC C s  p articipation  in th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  sy stem , and in  in itia ting  co n ta cts  w ith  th e  g o v er n in g  
co u n cils  o f  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  sp ec ia lized  a g e n c ie s /te c h n ic a l organ s to  d eterm in e th e  m od a lities for  
th e  in c lu sio n  o f  N IC C s  in th e ir  re sp ec tiv e  w o rk  p rogram m es. T h e  re so lu tio n  a lso  su p p o rted  th e  
in c lu sio n  o f  p ro v is io n s  e x te n d in g  o b ser v er  status to  a sso c ia te  m em b ers o f  reg ion al e c o n o m ic
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c o m m iss io n s  in  th e  term s o f  re feren ce  o f  th e  “re levan t m ee tin g s , p rogram m es, an d  activ ities  
a u th o rized  b y  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  G en era l A sse m b ly , th e  E c o n o m ic  an d  S ocia l C ou n cil, an d  o th er  
organ isation s o f  th e  U N  sy stem .”
A t  th e  fifte en th  S ess io n  o f  th e  C D C C  in  1994 , re so lu tio n  4 4 (X V ) w a s a d o p ted  w h ic h  to o k  
n o te  o f  m atters o f  particular in terest to  a sso c ia te  m em b e r  cou n tr ies , as referred  to  in  th e  C D C C  
w o r k  p rogram m e o f  1 9 9 4 -1 9 9 5 , in c lu d in g  an  analysis o f  rules o f  p roced u re  o f  U n ited  N a tio n s  w o r ld  
co n fe r e n c e s  an d  elig ib ility  criteria fo r  p articip ation  in  vo lu n tary  fu n d s, and an  o v e r v ie w  o f  th e  N o r th  
A m erican  Free T rade A g r e e m e n t (N A F T A ) as related  to  N IC C s . In  this c o n n e c t io n , tw o  papers 
w er e  su b seq u en tly  p u b lish ed  b y  th e  E C L A C  S u b reg ion a l H eadq uarters fo r  th e  C aribbean, The 
Participation of Associate Member Countries in United Nations World Conferences (LC/CAR/R.76), 21 June 
2004; an d  Priorities of Associate Member Countries of ECLAC in relevant aspects of the Summit of the Americas 
Process and Free Trade Area of the Americas, 1 March 2004.
A t th e  s ix tee n th  S ess io n  o f  th e  C D C C  in  199 6 , A n gu illa  w a s a d m itted  as an assoc ia te  
m em b er. A t  th e  se v e n te e n th  S ess io n  o f  th e  C D C C  in  199 8 , re so lu tio n  47  (X V II) o f  19 9 8  w as  
a d o p ted  w h ic h  ex p ressed  ap p recia tion  to  th e  G o v e r n m e n t o f  th e  N eth er la n d s fo r  its financial 
co n tr ib u tio n  in su p p o rt o f  th e  in tegration  o f  E C L A C  a sso c ia te  m em b e r  cou n tr ies in  p rogram m es  
an d  activ ities o f  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  system , an d  ca lled  fo r  co n tin u ed  effo rts  to  th is effec t.
M o s t  recen tly , at th e  tw en ty -fir st S ess io n  o f  C D C C  in 2 0 0 6 , re so lu tio n  6 2 (X X I) w a s a d o p ted  
w h ic h  ex p ressed  ap p recia tion  fo r  c o m p le t io n  o f  im p o rta n t a sp ec ts  o f  th e  m an d ate o n  assistan ce  to  
th e  A M C s, an d  w h ic h  created  th e  Working Group of Associate Member Countries (AMCs) to  replace th e  
Working Group of Non-Independent Caribbean Countries. T h is  re so lu tio n  a lso  req u ested  E C L A C  to  seek  
th e  n ecessa ry  resou rces to  fu lly  im p le m e n t th e  m an d ate o n  a ssistan ce to  th e  A M C s co n ta in ed  in  th e  
re levan t re so lu tio n s o f  th e  C D C C . T h e  re so lu tio n  a lso  req u ested  a rep ort to  th e  M o n ito r in g  
C o m m itte e  at its 2 0 0 7  se ss io n  o n  th e  im p lem en ta tio n  o f  th e  m and ate. T h e  rep ort p resen ted  u n d er  
a gen d a  item  4(b) o f  th e  p resen t m e e tin g  p ro v id ed  th e  in fo rm a tio n  req u ested  in th e  reso lu tio n .
T h e  secretariat a lso  p ro v id ed  th e  m e e tin g  w ith  an o v er v ie w  o f  th ree reso lu tio n s a d o p ted  by  
E C L A C  in furth erance o f  th e  p articipation  o f  A M C s in th e  w id er  U n ited  N a tio n s  sy stem . In  this 
c o n n e c t io n , at th e  tw e n ty -fifth  S ess io n  o f  E C L A C  in  199 4 , re so lu tio n  5 4 3 (X X V ) w a s a d o p ted  w h ic h  
ex p ressed  su p p o rt fo r  A M C  p articipation  in U n ited  N a tio n s  w o r ld  co n fer en ces . In  th is co n n e c t io n ,  
th e  secretariat m ad e re feren ce  to  its 2 0 0 4  rep ort w h ic h  o u tlin ed  th e  leve l o f  A M C  p articip ation  in  
th e se  U n ited  N a tio n s  se ss io n s .
A t  th e  tw e n ty -sev e n th  S ess io n  o f  E C L A C  in 1998 , re so lu tio n  5 7 4 (X X V II) w a s ad o p ted  
w h ic h  ex p ressed  su p p o rt fo r  th e  p articip ation  o f  th e  A M C s in  th e  fo llo w -u p  to  U n ited  N a tio n s  
w o r ld  co n fer en ces . A t  th e  th irtieth  S ess io n  o f  E C L A C  in  2 0 0 4 , re so lu tio n  5 9 8 (X X X ) w as a d o p ted  
w h ic h  ex p ressed  su p p o rt fo r  an  exam in ation  o f  o th er  areas w ith in  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  system , in  th e  
e c o n o m ic  and  soc ia l sp h ere , w h ic h  co u ld  assist th e A M C s in th e ir  su sta in ab le d e v e lo p m e n t p ro cess .
T h e  m e e tin g  ex p ressed  ap p recia tion  fo r  th e  h istorica l in fo rm a tio n  o n  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  th e  
W o rk in g  G ro u p  o f  A M C s, an d  o n  th e  variou s in itia tives u nd ertak en . T h e  m e e tin g  c o m m e n d e d  th e  
secretariat fo r  its su sta in ed  effo rts  in  p ro v id in g  th e A M C s w ith  a w in d o w  o f  a ccess  to  th e  re levan t  
U n ited  N a tio n s  p rogram m es an d  activ ities in  th e  e c o n o m ic  and socia l sp here. T h e  m e e tin g  further  
c o m m e n d e d  th e  secretariat fo r  its re sp o n s iv en ess  to  th e  n eed s  o f  th e  A M C s, as ex p ressed  in  th e  
re levan t C D C C  and E C L A C  reso lu tio n s , an d  p o in ted  o u t  that w o r k  d o n e  b y  E C L A C /C D C C  in this
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area had a lso  b e n e fite d  th e  a sso c ia te  m em b ers o f  th e  E c o n o m ic  an d  S ocia l C o m m iss io n  fo r  A sia  and  
th e  P a cific  (E S C A P ). In  this c o n n e c t io n , th e  m e e tin g  re co g n iz ed  th a t th ere w as sc o p e  for  
co lla b o ra tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  e c o n o m ic  c o m m iss io n s .
T h e  m e e tin g  em p h a sized  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  th e  m a in ten a n ce  an d  furth er e n h a n c e m e n t o f  
in itiatives id en tified  b y  th e  A M C s, w ith  a ssistan ce fro m  E C L A C /C D C C , and ex p ressed  su p p o rt fo r  
th e  co n tin u a tio n  o f  th e  W o rk in g  G r o u p  o f  A M C s as an  im p ortan t v eh ic le  u n iq u e w ith in  th e  U n ited  
N a tio n s  sy stem  to  fo s te r  th e  su sta in ab le d e v e lo p m e n t o f  A M C s in th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  reg io n  as w ell 
as th e  w id er  h em isp h ere .
Agenda Item 6 -  Conclusions and recommendations
T h e  w o rk in g  G ro u p  o f  A M C s ap p ro v ed  th e  fo llo w in g  c o n c lu s io n s  an d  reco m m en d a tio n s:
W ith  re sp ec t  to  th e  issu e  o f  g lo b a liza tio n  an d  th e  c o m p etit iv en ess  o f  th e  A M C s, th e  ro le o f  
th e  A M C s n e e d e d  to  b e  d efin ed  m o re  clearly w ith in  th e  w id er  C aribbean  reg ion . In  sp ite o f  
lack  o f  a u to n o m y  o fte n  faced  b y  th e  A M C s p rev e n tin g  th e m  fro m  p r o ce ed in g  o n  certain  
m atters, th e ir  exp ertise  in  serv ices an d  to u r ism  b eca m e im p o rta n t to  th e  w id er  d e v e lo p m e n t  
o f  th e  C aribbean  su b reg ion .
D u e  to  th eir  sm all s ize , th e  A M C s n e e d e d  to  fin d  e ffe c tiv e  w ays o f  in tegratin g  w ith in  th e  
w id er  C aribbean  co m m u n ity  in  ord er to  b e n e fit  as m u c h  fro m  g lo b a liza tio n  as th e  larger 
cou n tr ies.
It w as h ig h lig h ted  that in  ord er fo r  th e  A M C s to  reap th e  b en efits  o f  g lo b a liza tio n , it  m ig h t  
b e c o m e  n ecessa ry  fo r  th e m  to  co llab ora te  as a larger g ro u p in g  o f  e c o n o m ic  sp ace. A lth o u g h  
th e  p lay in g  fie ld  w as n o t  n ecessar ily  ev en , g lo b a liza tio n  h ad  fo rc ed  th e  active  d ism an tlin g  o f  
cu rren t co n d itio n a litie s  an d  preferen tia l arrangem en ts tow ard  m o re  e f f ic ie n t /c o m p e tit iv e  
structures.
I t  w as fe lt  th a t a m o re  p roactive  (as o p p o se d  to  reactionary) ap p roach  to  g lo b a liza tio n  w as  
n eed ed , u s in g  real op p o rtu n itie s  p resen ted  b y  tec h n o lo g y . T h is  ap p roach  — to  em b race  
tec h n o lo g ic a l ch an ge — w o u ld  in valid ate so m e  o f  th e  trad itionally  p erce iv ed  d isadvan tages o f  
their  sm all size.
T h e  A M C s w er e  en co u ra g ed  to  m ake greater u se  o f  E C L A C  P o r t  o f  S pain ’s serv ices. T h e  
secretariat w as in  a p o s it io n  to  tap in to  various o th e r  resou rces to  u n d ertak e th e  req u ests by  
its m em b e r  an d  asso c ia te  m em b e r  cou n tr ies.
T h e  A M C s w er e  u rged  to  pay particular a tten tio n  to  their statistical data c o lle c tio n  and  
database m a in ten a n ce  e ffo rts  as a w a y  o f  en h a n c in g  th e  secretariat’s su p p ort. W h ere  
req u ested , E C L A C  w o u ld  p ro v id e  assistan ce  to  m em b e r  an d  asso c ia te  m e m b e r  cou n tr ies in  
n eed  o f  stren g th en in g  their n ation a l statistical capacity.
T h e  A M C s ex p ressed  th eir  in terest in  rece iv in g  in fo r m a tio n  o n  m od a litie s fo r  m o re  fully  
a cc ess in g  th e  serv ices o ffe re d  b y  E C L A C .
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W ith  r e sp ec t  to  th e  W o rk in g  G r o u p  o f  th e  A M C s, it w as n ecessary  to  rev iew  th e  cu rren t 
rules o f  p ro ced u re , structural arrangem en ts an d  leg isla tive  b ases o f  th e  G r o u p  in ord er to  
b etter  p o s it io n  th e  A M C s to  p articipate in  p rogram m es o f  th e  w id er  U n ited  N a tio n s  sy stem  
in c lu d in g  its sp ec ia lized  agen cies.
Agenda Item 7 -  Any other business: Update on the Regional Coordinating Mechanism
R eferen ce  w a s m ad e to  th e  d o c u m e n t “Meeting of Expanded Core Group for the Establishment of a 
Regional Coordinating Mechanism for the Implementation of the Mauritius Strategy, (L C /C A R /L .9 0 /R e v .  1) in  
w h ic h  a T ech n ica l A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e  (T A C ) w o u ld  b e created  w ith  rep resen ta tion  fro m  fou r  
C D C C  g o v er n m e n ts , fo u r  in terg o v ern m en ta l in stitu tio n s, o n e  rep resen ta tive  o f  civ il so c iety , three  
d e v e lo p m e n t partners, and  th ree reg ion a l agen cies co m p r is in g  15 m em b ers in tota l. In  this 
c o n n e c t io n , it w a s n o te d  that th ere w a s p ro v is io n  fo r  o n e  A M C  g o v e r n m e n t to  serve o n  th e  T A C . 
A cco rd in g ly , th e  m e e tin g  d ec id ed  that furth er co n su lta tio n s a m o n g  th e  A M C s w ere  n ecessa ry  b e fo re  
th e  d esig n a tio n  o f  th e  A M C  rep resen ta tion  to  th e  T A C  co u ld  b e m ad e, an d  that th e  A M C s w o u ld  
su b seq u en tly  in fo rm  th e  secretariat to  th is e ffec t.
Closure of meeting
T h e  secretariat ex p ressed  its ap p recia tion  to  th e  A M C  g o v er n m e n ts  p resen t fo r  their  
p articipation  in th e  m eetin g , and  b ro u g h t th e  m e e tin g  to  a c lo se .
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A nnex
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
Associate Member Countries
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES
M s. L o u ise  de B o d e -O lto n , C o u n se llo r  fo r  N eth er la n d s A n tillean  A ffa irs, E m b a ssy  o f  th e  K in g d o m  
o f  th e  N eth er la n d s, 69 -71  E d w ard s Street, T R I N R E  B u ild in g , 3 F loor , P o rt o f  Spain , T rin idad  and  
T o b a g o , T el: 8 6 8 -6 2 5 -1 2 1 0  ex t 0218; Fax: 8 6 8 -6 2 5 -1 7 0 4 ;  E -m ail: lo u ise -d e .b o d e -o lto n @ m in b u z a .n l
UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS
M r. D a v id  E d g e c o m b e , A ss is ta n t to  th e  G o v e r n o r  fo r  E xtern a l A ffa irs, O ff ic e  o f  th e  G o v e rn o r , 
G o v e r n m e n t H o u se , S t T h o m a s , V I  0 0 8 0 2 , Tel: 3 4 0 -6 9 3 -4 3 6 6 ; F a x :3 4 0 -7 7 4 -1 3 6 1 ; E -m ail: 
d a v id .e d g e c o m b e @ g o .v i.g o v
Observer Countries
CAYMAN ISLANDS
M s. C hristin a R o w la n d so n , P o lic y  A n a ly st fo r  th e  C ab in et O ffic e , C ab in et O ffic e , C aym an Island  
G o v e r n m e n t, G o v e r n m e n t A d m in istra tio n  B u ild in g , G ran d  C aym an, Tel: 3 4 5 -2 4 4 -2 2 0 1 /2 2 0 8 ;  Fax: 
3 4 5 -9 4 6 -1 6 5 2 ;  E -m ail: C h r istin a .R o w la n d so n @ g o v .k y
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
M ich ael H e n d r ic k so n , A sso c ia te  E c o n o m ic  A ffa irs O ffice r , E C L A C  S u b reg ion a l H eadq uarters fo r  
th e  C aribbean , 1 C h an cery  L an e, P o r t o f  Spain, T rin idad . Tel: (868) 6 2 3 -5 5 9 5 ; Fax: (868) 6 2 3 -8 4 8 5 ;  
em ail: m ich a e l.h en d r ick so n @ ec la c .o rg
R ad cliffe  D o o k ie , A sso c ia te  P ro g ra m m e O ffice r , E C L A C  S ub reg ion a l H eadq uarters fo r  th e  
C aribbean , 1 C h an cery  L an e, P o r t o f  Spain , T rin idad . T el: (868) 6 2 3 -5 5 9 5 ; Fax: (868) 6 2 3 -8 4 8 5 ;  
em ail: ra d c liffe .d o o k ie @ ec la c .o r g
Carlyle C orb in , C on su ltan t, E C L A C  S u b reg ion a l H eadq uarters fo r  th e  C aribbean , 1 C han cery  L ane, 
P o rt o f  Spain , T rin idad . Tel: (868) 6 2 3 -5 5 9 5 ; Fax: (868) 6 2 3 -8 4 8 5 ; em ail: c c o r b in m o n @ a tt.n e t
